








HE Prattice of Libelling, as I have al- 
ready obferved, is of very dangerous 
Confequence to any Government ; efpe- 

ze cially when the Poignancy of the Libel 
CS is directed againft Majefty itfelf; for as 
the Maxim of our Law, that the King 
can do no wrong, has no other Meaning, “than that his 
Miniffers ought to be accountable for all Mifmanage- 
ment and Male-Adminiftration, fo it is highly unrea- 
fonable to point any Reflections againft the Prince him- 
felf; notwithitanding which, it is obfervable, upon a 
Review of the Hiftories of moft Reigns, that great 
Minifiers commonly thew lefs Uneafinels at any In- 
veétives againft their Maffers than againit Thémfelves. 
There is vifibly fome Policy inThis ;' fince every Body, 
who does not with for the total Subverfion of the Con- 
ftitution, will refent any Attempts againft the facred 
Perfon of the King ; whereas Complaints againft his 
Minifters, when well grounded, ought not to be look'd 
upon in the fame Light. -I would not have’ thefe Ob- 
fervations applied to a late infamous Parallel, pub- 
lith’d:in one of the Fournals; the Author of Which is 
fuppofed to have been, lately, ‘a fecret Friend to forte 
Men in Power.—But I am diverted from purfuing this 
Argument any farther, at prefent, by the following 
Letter, which will-admit of no Delay. 


JoCartes DAnve'rs, Ef 
em A 
Y‘Curiofity ‘cartied’me, lat Wednefday, to 
be prefent at one of “Mr. Henly’s ‘acade- 
mical Orations; which I had heard fo much and fo 
Dz diffe- 
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differently talk’d of. I muft do that ingenious Di- 
vine the Juftice to fay, that I think his Undertaking 
a very uleful one, as he conveys a great deal of phi- 
lological and critical Learning in a Language, that 
every Body underftands, and in a very clear and plain 
Method. His Subjeét that Day was HORACE; 
upon which he mentioned feveral Particulars, to 
which I was before a Stranger; expatiating in the 
handfomeft Manner on the Excellencies of that great 
Man, and at the fame Time difguifing none of his 
Failings. 

I will endeavour to recolleét fome of the Paffa- 
ges; and perhaps you may not think them unworthy 
of being inferted in your Paper. 

After having given an Account of Horace’s Paren- 
tage, and the Place of his Birth, which are too well 
known to be repeated, he took Occafion to com- 
mend his Writings, the Purity of his Style, and that 
curiofa felicitas fo peculiar to him. He then entered 
into the Defcription of his Per/om and Chara@er; ob- 
ferving that he call’d himfelf, pleafantly enough, Epi- 
curi de gregePorcum ; i. e.a Swine of Epicurus’s Herd ; 
from whence he inferred that he was fomewhat fat 
and very dirty. In another Place, he fays, Non ego 
paucis offendar maculis; which is, that be did not 
value a few dirty Spots. From thele two Paflages he 
faid it was manifeft, that Horace was little better than 
a Slven. It appear’d likewife from himfelf, that his 
Fortune was originally very fmall, but that he en- 
creas’d it confiderably, even beyond his own Expec- 
tations. 


Hoc erat in votis, modus agri non ita magnus 3 

Dii melius fecere. 

A fmall bit of Land would once have contented mes 
but thank God, it is better with me now. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Henly farther obferved, that it was a vulgar 
Error to think that Horace was never married; for 
that the learned Heinfiws afferts, that he majried a 
Woman of Lombardy, of a ‘confiderable Fértune ; 
uxorem 2 gente Longobarda locupletiorim ‘duxit. 

As to his Maziners, they feem to have been Joofe 
and ob/cene; for Petrus Crinitas, whom ‘the learned 
Dr. Be—/y falfly imagines to be the ingenious Dr. 
Ha—e, fays in his Life of Horace, Moridus ‘dicitér 
Saif fubobfccenis §F ad bilem extitatior; that is, Tew 
and cholerick. Auguftus calls him Hémancioném lepi- 
difimum; that is, a comical, littl, laughing Fellow, 
and a great Lover of Basodry; which appears from 
many of his Epodes, particularly that to his Miftrefs 
Neera, which he made no Scruple of finging, before 
Women of the firft Quality. It begins thus. 


Nox erat, &F caelo fulgebat Luna fereno. 


Which, tranflated by a modern Poet, is as fol- 
lows, 


Go to Joan Glover, 
And tell ber I love ber, 
And by the Light of the Moon I'll come and foive ber. 


That Horace was parfimonious, not to fay, fordidly 
covetous, is plain from many of his own Writings s 
as for Inftance, where he invites Mecazas to fup with 
him, who was both firf? Miniffer, and his particular 
Patron. He plainly tells him that he fhall have no- 
thing but bad Wine, and Cabbage, and in little Glaf- 
fes ; and that he had taken Care of the Wine himfelfs 
from which appears too that he kept no Servant. 


Vile potabis modicis Sabinum 

Cantharis, Graca quod ego ipfa Tefta 

Conditum levi. 

He kept the Key of his Cellar himfelf, and his 
Wine, till in all Probability, it was four, 
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Eft mibi nonum Superantis annum 
Plenus albani cadus. 


Thus much as to his per/fona’ Qualities, and pri- 
wate Life. As for the Figure he made in Pyd/ick, it 
appears that, though he fet out but low, he grew al- 
moft at once very confiderable ; his firft Appearance 
being under Brutus; where we find him Tribunus 
Militum; in the Tranflation of which the Learned 
differ ; but I think it anfwers beft to what we call, 
Exempt of the Beef-Eaters. He left his Poft but 
oddly, as may be collected from the following Ex- 
preflion, re/ifia non bene Parmula. Madam Dacier 
informs us, that he was Scriba quefforius, which fhe 
calls Secretaire de TEpargne, and may proper'y e- 
nough be rendered Secretary of the Treafury. After 
this, Afinius Pollio affures us, that he was fent Am- 
baflador to Gaul, Legatus apud Gallos miffus fuit, 
Man-lio & Daiio Cef. 

When he had made fome Stay, and Figure in that 
Court, Qvintilian obferves of him, in his tenth 
Book and firft Chap. that he began to grow fomewhat 
cleaner and /prucer, and that he applied himfelf to the 
Knowledge of Men and Manners; Multo ef terfior 
ac purus magis Horatius &9 ad notandos hominum mores 
precipuus. It was probably during this Stay of his 
in Gau/, that the Secretaries of State {ent to him to 
return with all fpeed, upon Affairs of the utmoft 
Confequence to the Publick. 

De Re communi Scribe, magna atque nova Te 

Orabant hodie meminiffes, Quinte, reverti 

There feems at this Time to have been fome De- 
fien of making him Secretary of State, from that no- 
ted Paflage in a Letter from Auguffus to Mecenas, 
Veniet igitur €9 nos in feribendis Epiftelis adjuvabit s 
but he never attained to this Employment, which 
is unputed to his extreme Mode/y. 


Thele 
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Thefe are the moft remarkable Paflages I can re- 
colleét of that moft egant Oration, pronounced on 
Wednefday \at by Mr. Henly. His Aétion, which De- 
moftbenes {ays is the chief Part of an Orator, was 
extremely juft and proper, and added a Grace and 
Dignity to all he utter’d. Such was the Modulation 
of his Voice, that it inchanted our Ears, and feem’d 
more like Mufick than Speaking !—~How laudable is it 
to fee Mr. Henly chufing to employ his Talents in 
Praifes and Commendations of the great Men of An- 
tiguity, rather than meanly ftooping to flatter Thofe 
of the prefent Age ; but though he will not flatter 
them, he fcorns (however provok’d) to attack them 
by any indire&t or oblique Strokes of Satire, as moft 
evidently appears by the foregoing Difcourfe. 

The Application of Paflages of the Roman Story 
to our Times is become fo common and trite a Way 
of fatirizing the Perfons of the prefent Age, that no 
Man, who has a tolerable Genius, or the leaft Inven- 
tion of his own, will condefcend to do it. How 
eafy is it to turn over Tully, Tacitus, or Livy, and 
when you have found a good ftrong Sentence or two 
upon Corruption, to infert it in any Paper? The 
Author need never be at the Trouble to make 
the Application. Every Child in the Street knows 
well enough upon whom to fix it. I fhould be glad 
therefore if what I have faid would put an End to fuch 
pitiful Ribaldry ; and if I can perfuade Thofe, who 
have Talents, to give great Men their Deferts, as 
Mr. Henly has now done, I fhall have gained my 
Jnd. . 


Iam, $8 I R, &e. 











